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cient militia.1 During November, Marshall was appointed on several other committees.2 Of these, the most important was the select committee to bring in a bill for the reorganization of the militia,3 which reported a comprehensive and well-drawn measure that became a law.4 He was also on the Standing Committee of Privileges and Elections.5
The Virginia Legislature, during these years, was not a body to inspire respect.6 Madison had a great contempt for it and spoke with disgust of the "temper of the Legislature & the wayward course of its proceedings." 7 Indeed, the entire government of the State was an absurd medley of changing purposes and inefficiency. "Nothing," wrote Madison to Jefferson, "can exceed the confusion which reigns throughout our Revenue department. . . . This confusion indeed runs through all of our public affairs, and must continue as long as the present mode of legislating continues"; the method of drawing bills "must soon bring our laws and our Legislature into contempt among all orders of Citizens." 8
1  Journal, H.D. (Oct. Sess., 1782), 27-28. Marshall voted in favor of bringing in a bill for strengthening the credit account; and against postponing the consideration of the militia bill.  (76., 45.)
2  /&., 23, 25, 27, 36, 42, 45.              3 Ib., 23.
4 Hening, xi, 173-75.                       5 Journal, H.D., 36.'
6  " It greatly behoves the Assembly to revise several of our laws, and to abolish all such as are contrary to the fundamental principles of justice; and by a strict adherence to the distinctions between Right and Wrong for the future, to restore that confidence and reverence . . . which has been so greatly impaired by a contrary conduct; and without which our laws can never be much more than a dead letter." (Mason to Henry, May 6, 1783, as quoted in Henry, ii, 185.)         *
7  Writings: Hunt, ii, 397.  This notable fact is worthy of repetition if we are to get an accurate view of the Virginia Legislature of that day. Yet that body contained many men of great ability.
8  Madison to Jefferson, July 3,1784; Writings: Hunt, ii, 62.